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INCLUSIVE POLICY AND FINANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE
ENERGY ACCESS
Energy is central to the achievement of both the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the
Paris Agreement on climate change. The challenge is how to speed up the increase of access to energy,
especially in rural and underserved areas. Off-grid and mini-grid renewable energy solutions are
available, but these are hampered by lack of adequate finance and investment instruments. While
investments in the sector have grown substantially over the past few years, it has largely been
concentrated in a specific region and among selected enterprises. The sector continues to be perceived
as risky, with high transaction costs and with financing that is often outside the reach of many end-users,
intermediary financing institutions and enterprises. In order to increase the uptake of off-grid renewable
energy solutions, an inclusive financing framework is needed that ensures that affordable, long-term
financing is available, especially for local (women) entrepreneurs in underserved regions.
In this session, governments, entrepreneurs, multilateral organizations, civil society organizations and
financial institutions will discuss different approaches to channeling financing to where it is needed and
in the form that is needed (e.g., financial instrument, terms of financing), as well as policy and
institutional changes to scale-up finance and reach local (women) entrepreneurs..
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